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OCGA §16-8-18 
 
Brief Description 
 
Entering automobile 
 
Statutory Language 
 
If any person shall enter any automobile or other motor vehicle with the intent to commit a theft or a 
felony, he shall be guilty of a felony …  
 
Form Charge 
 
Accusation 
 
The undersigned, as prosecuting attorney, does further charge and accuse Defendant's Full Name with 
the offense of entering automobile in violation of O.C.G.A. §16-8-18 for the said accused, in the County of 
Fulton and State of Georgia, on Date of Offense, did unlawfully enter a certain automobile, to wit: a year, 
make, model, a motor vehicle and the property of Owner's Full Name with the intent to commit a theft / 
other specified felony therein; contrary to the laws of said State, the good order, peace and dignity 
thereof; 
 
Indictment 
 
The Grand jurors selected, chosen and sworn for the County of Fulton, in the name and behalf of the 
citizens of Georgia, further charge and accuse Defendant's Full Name with the offense of entering 
automobile in violation of O.C.G.A. §16-8-18 for the said accused, in the County of Fulton and State of 
Georgia, on Date of Offense, did unlawfully enter a certain automobile, to wit: a year, make, model, a 
motor vehicle and the property of Owner's Full Name with the intent to commit a theft / other specified 
felony therein; contrary to the laws of said State, the good order, peace and dignity thereof; 
 
 
Elements 
 

 Element Witness Exhibit 
0 In County;   
0 A named and identified defendant;   
1 Entered into a motor vehicle;   
2a With the intent to commit a theft; OR   
2b With the intent to commit a felony (specify 

felony) 
  

  
Pattern Jury Instruction 
 

A person commits the offense of entering automobile when, without authority, that person enters 
any automobile of another with the intent to commit a theft.  

To constitute the offense of entering automobile, it is not necessary that it be shown that an 
actual theft was accomplished. Intent to commit a theft is an essential element and must be proved by 
the State beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Intent to steal may be shown in many different ways, provided you, the jury, believe beyond a 
reasonable doubt that it existed from the proven facts and circumstances before you. 

You may infer intent to steal where the evidence shows an unlawful entry into the automobile of 
another where goods valuables items of some value are present, stored or kept inside, and where 
there is no other apparent motive for the entry. 

Whether or not you make any such inference is a matter solely within your discretion. 
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Punishment 
 
Statutory: 
 
. . . imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than five years, or, in the discretion of the trial 
judge, as for a misdemeanor.  
 
Case Law (Sufficiency of Evidence to Sustain Conviction) 
 
The next count charged Buckner with entering a vehicle with intent to commit theft.  The evidence 
showed that on December 16 someone broke into a vehicle and stole a cell phone.  Two days later when 
police recovered the stolen Mustang, this cell phone was found in the Mustang.  As the evidence showed 
that Buckner entered a vehicle without authority and with the intent to commit a theft, the evidence 
sufficed to sustain this conviction.  Buckner v. State, 253 Ga. App. 294, 295 (2002). 


